I 


| Printed, a Sold by B. Bragg, at the Blue- Bat EY 


e iderarion 
”" = FOR SOME — + Him 
Members of the Parliament, 1 


2 


= "UPON THE- 3 1 

5 27 Bill Dimigd. > = 
. SFENG& = _ 
PROPOSAL - 


"Bee BUSINESS barer. 


e 3 


n 9 


30 
"*% 2 
* 
3 thereunto. J ES 
* ie 
1 - —— F516 
By. One that "Holds ee wich that Ghureb, which” _ 
bs and will let no Other be . Church of E lud. - 
— — — —— — —— rw —-—0 3 | * A 2 
And the Prophet came to de King of Iſrael and aid, Go ſtrengtben 
thy ſell, and mark and fee what thou doeft; foi, Goren „ 9 .* 2 
rg Tear the Syrians twill come * again a thee. © 7 -—— = 
— ** ves — 8 F — — 7 * OP 5 -"S 
_ renne 76s <A 


"4 e - 0 - 


& 
: 


| #* 3 | 
Mar - —— 
1 4 n 1 
PX N - ? g * | | 
- ö ö * 
: F * <4 
* a - * 


o 
1 _ 
o 
„ 0 — 
* ” '%. 1. \ — o — 
8 % 
* 
. 
* 
+ 
* 


- 4 
* 
* 
% 2" 


a. * 
- a * 1 . ' 
a — 4 = ” 
E * 
— 1 * < 
= * —_ . 
_ — x 
i rt +; 34 +4 
wy » G E . 
* % 4 — v of Pr * = * * 2 * 
= . £ p 
% * * 
* 2 
2 | 
— . oa. ay. ‚  rrero——_— 
- +0. + Rr 
„„ —— — „ 
* 
= ; N 
* 2 8 N . * a 2 
- ay © 0 - — 
5 © Y = * * 4 . o * = 
- / = — - a 
4 4 Xx : l 7 
N. 1 4 : . * * 
* - 8 
— <a we www K cam wy - nw — + mm was  OO_——C 
PR, os * = — 4  - 3 
9 
« 7 1 2 | „ 
= . » 
4 * a 4 
"+ % 77 * * . l - 4 A. — L 0 
” + ©» 4 , 
* 22 ld * + . 
* . . ©, © = 
2 4 ©-4 s > * * * N * 
. E 5 * \ % = I * - 4 „ 
> : 
3 | a 
"1D E709 - 
* 
Sa” = — 
* 
- = a * as * 
* 
. / 
| 1 . : oh. 
2 = 
fs : mn * . | A - 
'P * 
9 1 * by 
= % a as 
* 
* 
- 
i 
* 
- 
1 
* * * 
1 
s# 0 


- a wa. 
— 
— 
= 
= 
— 


- a wt ov a 32 *i0Þ 8 n 


— a: 
* p / þ _.. . 8 = * 9 ba 1 


—_— 


” 


o %.. os Lbs 
85 * 78 


een er 


PR n 8 
Menn be m hav n As 
TS. 


N Stem dy vaya 
Ma ane . 41 


3 


2 


- K : > 1 * 
* * | & C 
GT 2 1 ; 9 KI _ 4 P X » bh * * 1 
* . N * 1 \ © ” "TY 9 Ne * iT * 
- 4 * „ * 3 9 S. 3 \ 4 * : 4 : 
R i” 
l —_ =» N 
0 *. 


Fg 4 . 1 © » Y ” - 
: : o_ : K+» 1» AK e 9 i | . 
* * a A.% of ii V eg A ; Q” 1 7 F 6? ; 
« : : . 2 = 2 8 % - 
l * 4 7 : : 6 S WS = 2 1 l 
. ». > © : a 
1424 14 * »A : 1 - d 3 - 
Co : FLY | my LOH We 180 ** 
2 Y - dl 7 2 : Ky J 1 * * * 
kv 1 218 . G 
n , " » » ws 2 d * n - 
R 1 '« 1 $4 ' 1 1 12 
. : , n 924 © 6 >. $4 \ * * na 


* 
10 * 1 | 


Aving ſent out ſomt ſmall Papers, when the Parliament 
ſat laſt. Tear, concerning the Occaſional Bill, I ſhall 


take leave to improve the ſame farther, being made 
that the Deſign which hath been diſmiſt one Seſſiom, may 
be reſumed the next, as the ſame hath been. I apprehend, I muſt 
confeſs, 0 Reaſan for ſo much Animoſity ar there war about 
that Bill, when there is win Lo: be more unqueſtionably well, 
the Bill had been, or might be, ſuch only as to make good the 
e. The, Title mat, An Act to. prevent Occafional Con- 
formity, which it the taking the. Sacrament . 0 7 4 Office" 
an Evil indeed to be prevented. that me the Bill, 
and they that were againſt it, know both how ta do this effectuale; 
and that there is but one Way to do it ( one Way whereby th 
Sin can be prevented in all, Perſons ) which is by taking 
Sacrementa! Teſt ; and get was this made the Bre 
ther, God forgive them both for _ it. They that were ür he 
Bill ſhould have counted, if the Sin were prevented, to have 
obtained the thing would have had : that were againſt 
the Bill, and have diſmiſt it, ſhould have gone on to perfect 
their Work by coming to this, the taking off the Teſs. 1 they 
reſt here in the Diſmiſſron only of the Bill, they are to account 
they have done nothing, though jo hard to do; becauſe the 
Natjon is but put into the ſame Caſe we were in fore the Occa- 
fional Bill was ov foot. I muſt Note iether that. ſo many of 
2 | the 
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1 while they pretended to the 
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2 2 Was bs retence, when the thing Bae 
was their Garbling x copy orat jons, with the taking the Diſſenters 
Offices from them, and the * inp the Siz a againſt God not 
regarded ; unleſs ere yet — by this means (the taking 

the Teft off ') to e thing mort. is agdifiand a 

be Need, That d they laid, rr on 572 | 
ahing away the D; Sos ker (to wit, 


he truſted with Offices in any State that is Tn 7 the 1 of 
; hat State, without danger of deſtroying it 2, hath: beer 47 45 10 


ene by ſeveral Inſtances in Foreign Hiſtory, even mor 
weeds; when the thing is manifeſt in our own Nis, 
had en Alt of Toleration and Occaſi onal Conforcnity 
And no danger to Church or State at ul by 7. 1 «OF 
| | ellenge. 47 one % was for the Bill ae fre Inflance 
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theſe 5 nj wow 72 the Bill , dia- en 1. e Jome 
Members, have, thought more of 12 ater” ſince it war over, 
| 1 canjideres with themſelves how it went off, no wben it 
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ich might have check'd the'haſty Proceeding of chat Ban": 

be Principles of ſuch Tate Pipers went ußett, are uch 28 = 
not of Proof,; but Were taken up for granted; that 8, taker! Upon! 

Truſt, ot TEE. rather, being #ratis dia, and prefumed. 


told us that all Nations ave 2 Religion of Stare that this Ra 
gon! $.2 Teſt for all Perſons, that have Offices! Thar none can have” 
Bi State. that” (NY the 1 R hpi on; *without 
5 ( woe I ords is no Man enn ſa 
oe Ws ations 7 the World; and rliere nd 
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they have ſaid, That i is not ft that any ſhould be let into the 
Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, but ſuch as are well Affected 
to the preſent Government; (which implies, without an innmenda, 
none to be ſuffered in Corporations to have Choice of our Parlia- 
ment Men bat ſuch as their own faithful ſelves) but when this is 
true and well, that none ſhould have Offices of Truſt but ſuch as 
are AﬀeQted to the Government, why have they infinuated thereby 
that the Nonconformiſts are Ferſons Diſaffected to Her Majeſties 
Government? Which is a grat wrong to them. There are uo Per- 
ſons, I am perſuaded; that the Queen may truſt ſo undoubtedly for 
Her Security and Maintenance in the Proteſtant Religion as theſe 
Men: Whereas there are many among the Church men (the High 
Church · men) that gre ſu EY the Young Spark in France, 
ard that tob upon the Foint of Conſcience, which makes nothing 
more dangerous than their unperceiv'd Machinations 
There is one thing yet to be farther Noted, that ſuch Pa 
take for granted, to wit, their Notion of the Nation! Church, 
ms 255 they ſtand upon Ae a their 2 
tate, but narrow | to the Epiſcopal \ 
injury to the Head 2 5000 the Queen and her People Wien 
we ſpeak of the Church therefore, we muſt conſider what is of Di- 
vine, and what of Humane Inſtitution. That the Goſpel is to 
be Preached to all Nations, and that N Tat Believe are to be 
bs e Senn e t Ar by the e 
1 4 Ive a 
iſm, who could be of no other, That de Bat ref or Chriffians 
ſhould join in Societies fer the Worſhip of God and 
1 ly Cho, unto L they 5 7 0 
ord, breaking Bread, rayer, 0 
theſe Societies mould be E 


as to the; Government theteof, be Jure Diuino, the other 
cannot be ſo.z. and if Two of them be nor, it is Two to One 
other is not ſo neither ; and conſequently that the Govern- 
zent which is moſt conducive to the End of ſuch Societies, and. 
the Edification of thoſe that join in them, is prudentially to be cho- 
ſen; There is à great deal to be found in the Henicum of Dr, 
Srillingfeert to incline a moderate Man to this Opinion. However 
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this be, thoſe Societies for Worſhip of God, | 
iFtzught, where the Word is rightly predched, \ $i 
duly adminiſtred, there is a Church, 4 True Church, a Church of: 
Chrift, and ſo part of that Cazbo/ick Church which is in our Cee, 
and the Chriſtians, or Members thereof, are to be confidered as under 4 
double Government; the Government of Chriſt, and the Government 
of the Higher Powers in the Nations where they live, and ſo under the 
Govetnment in this Nation of the Queen, who being Chriſtian, and 
of the fame Religion, is to be a NMurſing· Mother to them all, one 
with another, being all her People. To diſtinguiſh the To/erared 
and Eftabliſhed, is an idle DiſtinCtion, becauſe the Tolerated are by 
Law Tolerated, and that is all one as by Law Eſtablibed* But the 
diſtinguiſhing thoſe that are allowed the Temples and Publick 
Maintenance, which is the Epr/copal Party, from thoſe that are 
allowed theit Meetings only, and left to Private Contribution, 28 
the Drſſenters are, is the true Diſtinction, that yet makes no Diffe- 
rence'as to the Government of Her Majeſty over both. We are 
now then to come to a right Underſtanding, and muſt — 
here between the Church of Chriſt and the Church of England. A 
Church is a Polity, (an Ecclefiaſtical Polity) and a Polity conſiſts in 
an Order of Superiority and Inferiority; © that where: there is 
Pars imperaris & Pars ſubdita, in Order to Government; there is 
2 Polity. In the Church of Chrift the Pars imperans," or the H 
is Chriſt; and all the Chriſtians in the World that receive the 
pel, and profeſs Obedience to it, are the Part ſuhdita, or Body. In 
e Church as National (as Eccleſia Anglicans) the Queen is Head, 
or Pars imperans, (the Queen in her Parliament) and all the Chri- 
ſtians in the Land owning that Authority, and Tolerated thereby 
in the Publick Exerciſe of their Religion by Her Law, and are 
Governed by it, ate the Pars ſabuita, or Body; who upon that ac- 
count are fundamentally capable of Truſt and Employment by Her 
(ſo far as that qualifies) with equality toward thoſe of the 


0 : 
_ *The Thirtieth Arricle of the Proteftant Church of France is this. We'believe that 
true Paftors, in what Place ſoever they be, have the ſame Authority and equal Power under 
one and the ſame Head, Jeſus Chriſt; and for that Cauſe that no Church ought ta pretend 
any 28 or een over 28 Upon this Article Peter du wp in bis 1 | 
Faith tells us e equalit touching the preac Word 

It „— 989 he 2 and 1 NY of 'the | is 
by them eſteemed to be neceſſary: But ar tour hing Eccleſtaftierd Polity," we do d refuſe 
. he) #9 acknowledge * pure and true Cburebes where this equality is not obſerv- 
ed, becauſe 3 is Order to be a Point of Faith, mur a Doctrine tend o 
1 mie with the Kugliſhmen in their Churches, and participate in the 
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L 8.7 
Religion which the State Maintai nt, and thoſe of that which it 
Folevates o A, The Epiſcopal Miniſters are Maintgined, the 
Presbyterian and Independents only Allotved by the Government: But 
as for the Hearers of either, that is the Laity, it is all one to the 
Queen or Government in what Hands the Civil and Military Offices. 
be, ſo long as ſuch have them as are moſt faithful and fic for them. 
E is ſufficiently known to thoſe that read the French Hiſtoty, that 
thus it was in France it ſelf under the Great Henry the Fourth, by 
the Edict of Nantes, That the Proteſtants there (as only Folerated). 
might, and did hold Offices in Court and Camp; which continued 
till the preſent King began his Perſecution by rendering them 
ancapable of Offices: And that is no good Preſident for our Par- 
liament to have followed in their Bii[vlkk. 
There is a Teſt peculiar to this Nation (which is Ikewiſe to be 
noted) for the diſcerning who are, and who are not, of our Natzo-. 
nal Church, or Church of England; and that is the Oath of Supre- 
macy, (now called one of the Oaths of Fidelity] which is the So- 
lemu ovoning the Queen to be Head thereof againſt all Foreign ju- 
nſdiction, which the Pope formerly Uſurped; and every Chriſt ian 
Man taking that Oath does thereby enter and profeſs himſelf a 
Member of it; and thete were no need of other Qualification to 
any Civil or Military Office, (beſides fitneſs) but that the Corpo-- 
ration and Feſt Acts in Char/es the Second's Time do farther, by en- 
Joining the renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, exclude the Papiſt (that: 
could take the: Oath of Supremacy, if there be any ſuch) and 
receiving the Sacrament at Church exclude ſome Difſenters wha 
cannot in Conſcience do ſo much; which 1s indeed to the Prejudice. : 
of the Queen, or the Government rather than to them, in retrench- i 
ing her Royal Power or Prerogative, by debarring Her the Liberty / 
of chuſing whom She pleaſes, and judging who is moſt fit (though 
She Favours moſt one Parks ) amongſt all of them. e 
As for the Diſpute between the Epilcopalizn,, Presbyterian and | 
Independent, they concern the Church of CHiſt altogether, which of N 
them, or what they. do is moſt conſonant to the Rule of the Go/pel; | 
| when in regard to the National, there is, and ovght to be none; 
becauſe they are all alike-under the Protection of the Laws of the 
Realm. So that tho” the Epiſcopal Party, and the Pariſh Congre- 
4 gations hayibg got, will keep the Name; the Presby terian and In- , 
3 dependent, who take the ſame Oath of Fidelity with them, and all 7 
| the Tolerated Meetings in the Nation upon that account, ate togg- 
| ther with them Really and in Fruth the Church of England by L 
Elabliſbed as well as they: The Reaſon being apparent, 3 
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 darnental Lars of. the Conftitution, 


who bath 9 de 0 25 wil 
The moſt of 17 


that have Offices, even the moſt Irreligious ( 


the Bill. For which Reaſon, 1 


| As for the Queſtion IWherher 11% fit the * 5 48 ule 
he Enforctd or Repealed: 2 . It EG we 

ſuffer the Act of Toleration 155 157 
La who Anſwered Sir H. #1 1 ir muſt 


renancaok; iheſs Acts . 55 


| ConviKtion under the Re i wha they 25 4 
made to ſerve the Adminiſtration of that King's Affalrs; by ſuch Men 
25 were vehemently Partial Men, (o ſpeak mildly) which they 
ſhewed in the A _ Conventicles, the 50 AQ, and the 
like n they un" tor; which bei ere to t — 
Subject tap thought. fit to be | 
Aft of Toleracon: And Br OE As therefore, ſo 9 — 

grievous, ' and; much 5 2s they ate induQtive td 87 
char Sin which by their! Bill they would 1 5 fikewiks "i to 
be relaxed, or Koen = wh oleration is not to 


be touched, b Os XI long, N * e Queen liyes, 


conſidera in the Houſe e 
fos the . 7 Way 0 2 id count abd fa 


Commons, who V 


that it did no more than; what on ee n apd Teſt get does 


(ar intended) before, and * the and Intent of rhe Bill 


Was . thoſe AQs,2 0 5 * * . 
was it ſo earneſtly comm ed by 1 en for th 


they thought of them, which they mw RN + 
— 20 ten Bill; B But now Forney Rel is — 4 2 
{on (eſpecially no Biſhop) in the Lords Houſe who 

Chuiſtian and conſcienciouſly. Solicitous about his Vote, could 
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it for the Bill; becauſe the Ac, ot . the Bill was de 

uphold.was a finful Act, 2 in that theſe 

they that have made the ing the cage wad wh to be a 2 

tion to Civil and Military — N to 
7755 make e 

of coming to the Sacrament oe to come N 

* receive it for their 2 which being to another End Tun 25 

which it was Inſtituted, is a 12K Profatation * 


and yet this Sin was in no Man * 5 le 0 e 
co no On 


Lord have given his Vote for the Bill, but ſo c rather ro take off 
the ſinful Inſunction of theſe As. _ 


6 n i was 4 Taral one, the 


| 4 2 © = SEE 
Menne e no a ett 
mmi of the Church, bx that Dr's Fave would fill ſtand e 
180 ic 10 Queen E!7zabeth's Reign, and before there was this Teſt 
Act. But it is not that which either that Doctor-or I would have, 
only a Fartial Repeal, which is of that alone which is evil in it (the 
Injunction. of Receiving the Sacrament for an Office) and that which 
is good id remain untepealed. Oo Nt oh 
I will, proceed hereupon in Approbation of whatthe Lords have 
ne, ta note to them this one manifeft,open, notorious (iFnot wil ful) 
fault or defect in the Bill, that when there was ſo much Care taken 
(ot pretended to be taken) to prevent the Receiving the Sacrament 
only for an Office in the Diſſenter, there was none taken at all to 
revent the Sin, ſub eodem” genere mali in the Conformiſt; "ſeeing 
here are fo many, and mary that go ordinarily to Church, who 
are moſt Looſe, Profane, Ungodly ns, yet have Places or Offices 
by Land or Sea, and being made Officers, they come and (bringing 
Wimeſſes like themſelves) take the Holy Sacrament only to this End, 
to qualifie them for the Office or Place, becauſe the Law requires 
it, when elſe they would not come at all; which is a certain Vio- 
lation of it. No to prevent this Sin is undoubtedly a very good 
Thing, a holy Work, and not to be given off, but proſecuted, eſpe- 
cially by the Biſhops in the Houſe of Lords, that are Mederate, and 
more, if Zealous for God; and by all ſuch Noblemen who are 
Church-men, not out of Form, but Conſcience, and ſhew it by the 
vin Fi Service they uſe daily in their Families. And if there be 
entlemen in e of Commons could end ure it, it is not for 
any, (eſpecially the Bilhops) in the Lords Houfe to endure with al- 
lowance the Sin and Damnation of fo many to be ſtill unprevenred, 
when ſüch a Bill hath given oecaſion to prevent it; notwithſtanding 
the Religion of too 7 T5 carried” it ſo as if Go might be 
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1 485 the taking the Sacrament only for an Office be no Sin 
17 the Contorwilt, 16 long as he goes not  to'Meetings, which the 
ndred fo Penal 2nd Abominable- in the Diſſenter. Curſed be 
that doth the Work of the Lord deceirfully.” p. 
Let every Man be affired by what is faid, Thar there is no 
Bill can be made for preventing the Evil (the good is not to be pre- 
vented} of Occaſional Conformity in the Conformiſt and Nontonfot⸗ 
I boch, that is, the taking the "Sacrament 'only' tor an Office in 
| Perſons, Hut by raking off the Sacramental Tett> Nom it iS. 
8 q be taken off then the Papiſts- will be let 
Offices, but thi n the Bock call d Mourraribm Park 
Fued, and by a Draught of a 


il to chat purpoſe" at the end of 
It, 


| [+3] 
m. There ate Two Things (befides' rhe -eakiog' the Ohths of Et 
delity) the Law requires as a Teſt to keep the Papiſts from Offices. 
One is the Renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, the other the taking 
"the Sicrament al ſo at Church. And when one alone is enough to 
exclude the Papiſt; and more is but needleſs the Imunttion-fanber 
of taking the Sacrament (that being improper for any. Temparal: 
Office) may be Repealed; and ſoa Bill (as iris there) drawn up. N 
may be ſaid farther, then the Diſſenter will be let in. 1 Auſwer, 
Not one Diſſenter more that is an Hy pocrite than now. And as for 
the truly Conſciencious, it is but fo of them that can come 
in, becauſe the Government has no Favour for: Diſſenters ; and a8 
for thoſe few, if there was more, it were for the Benefit, not Hurt, 
of the Commonwealth ID 
In fine, to deal inthis Matter as indifferent on bath ſides, I WII 
lay the Axe to the Root of che Cauſe. A hard thing it is for a 
Bill to debar a ſort of Men in the Nation, now Tolerated in Offices, 
from having any henceforward'; Unto which it is Anſwered, They 
have no Right to any, and therefore no Wiong to be kept; from 
them (though it is another thing to be put out): It is harder for) a 
Bill to take away the Cpacity of having any, as this Bill did. To 
which it is fad, We deal 1d with Papiſts, fuch dealing is prece- 
dented in therm, and we muſt be Impartial, if Juſt. There are 
Two Queſtions then to be debated?! One, whether it bei &-Repwblicg 
the Common Good; andmbſtafor the. Cummon Good) Abat the 
iſſenters have Offices as well as Church men: or not Ahe ether, 
whether thete be the fame Reaſon in iegurd tote Publick for exclu- 
ded Diſenters as Papits? Uato which laſt ĩt muſt be ſaid und ac- 
knowledged by all that there is clear difference, through the one s n- 
ing a Forbin 7oriſdittion, and the other's fiveariogiagaiolt it. Lewis 
de fuppbſed then, thaw pan 'koa)y Debate of the toner Queſtion 
(whict needs that Debate) ez Point beg carried bycthe Jaden 
of! beth Houſes; (howbver bontrury to minen · that it is Republica 
to let none but Church men hade Oſices; then vtuld :I humbliy make 
the Motion that this Bill be made Two Bills, to do Got and Man 
both Right. The one ſhould be Entituled, 4 Bul 2 prevent the 
Evil of Recerving- i Sucrament. aufe H amOffices; The other, 
A Bill 10 8 the Dunger that may ariſe from Perſons gain 
Ae e Firft 33rd pus imb an a iand het be gainſaid; be- 
. 
dhere de any ſuch danger as. pr in letti Diſſenters 
into Offfces ot not. 1 If it be 1o:qudged by i the Mapority of both 


Houles, and it Paſs into a Law to Exclude them, there is no _ 
P * 


plant ot Wong tobe: wade * 


but not to put out any already 1 


d 
It 18 


an this, Axcount, 
the Private Prosit. Benefit, nay; R 4 le of Aae Single Ferſans, * ran 


Flace to the Emolument of the Fab And there is no Ground 
— Politicks but this, ded Fora 8 e Pablick i 
remerAuthority /iep EF 'FIU4T FUN the 

hav tack Bill only ſtands upon; and yet I obſerved it not lai 
in the 7 Papers that were writ fox this Bill.  Only.thus much 
mut be p aten that tit ſuch a Bill comes ever to IR it muſt 
rhen hiv "Iwo ons go with it. The one is, That the Fe- 
nalties be moderate, for which the Preamble of the Statute Primo 
Maris may be conſulted, here we find. theſe Two, Rules The 
ane'is, That che Statt of a H u e ey: aſſured by the Lower 
f(a Subjecke, than in the Dread of Laws, The other is, Tbat. 

uftly made mithout extreme Bae 5 for the wo 
part Ris obey'd than thoſe that are made with that Extremi 
The Second Caution is, That ſuch a Bill quſt be a Bill only — 
ing forward; and net be 2 Retroſpective Bill; that is & Bill te 
keep thoſe out from Offices for ax het 80 — Rs 

go now. (at 

long as the lives, to gratife drin fler Jen for this R- 
fon, becauſe that is-inconliſtent with the A for Toleration, which. 
both the Queen and Two ouſly. — TN preſerve; or elſe, 
2 Retroſpective Bill might F all. that AR. Tou will ſay; 
Take the Words of that hes d Words of the Bill, there 
was why — the Words; but I ay; Quid opus off 
verbis cum falka loguumtur ? What do you: talk ef Wards, when 
in the Deed ir is 10 certainly n qualified. by Re- 


contra! A 


ceiving the Sacrament two may now; go to a 

ing, he is there is no- Penalty; the 47 for Toleration bears 
kim ent. But A. „„ e Bill) had came 
doro n i, en be "mi e 
ullowed, de were 1 rode 


went! e kat Nou God me and every Member 
Houſe from ſuch a Forehead, that can * ſay, 


"that to be allowed, and not allowed, that a Man may, and he 


— armee wee Euniſhable,. 15 d Coma: 
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>. he Secondly, Though the 4# 12 Toleration * not 


any Difſenter to Fi yet ãt perm thar have Offices 
having once received kd eng ho 5 


(Which is all the 
Law yet requires) to. go to at cope and frees. them from 


all Penalty; and tor theſe Gentlemen to ſay the Law. (or Teſt 
. I more, and ought to keep them out if they did not go 
altogether, it is — Treſpaſs (I have intimated) on 
po Common Senſe of Mankind, which allows a Favourable Con- 
ſtruction of all Penal Laws according to the general Practice 
that is going in all Nations. It is yet to be conſidered farther, 
that there are Two Sorts. of Church- men, the High- Church men 
Land the- Moderate, who aze-tor..the. Amendment. of ſame hings 
for Advantage of the Church; and though they would have thofe 
that have Offices to be of the State Religion, they think it 
enough that the Higher Powers Favour only ſuch, without making a. 
new Law to Exclude them: And that ſome AR rather were con- 
venient to Compichend and bring In the Sober Diſſenter; ande tilx 
kak an Act be obtained, the Rule which theſe Gentlemen have 
{er is no Means to Peace and Union which yet they Jones in 
the very Title of theit Books, but by no — but by ſuch as- 
AE 
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A 'CO LLOQUY between Faw 
© Suppoſed Members in Conſultatiom about 
what they ſhall do this nent Seſſion. © 
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Gentlemen, N N 2 8 | 5 
"O-U cannot but be ſenfible how many, ſome We | 
I f-me Unadviſedly, are apt to blow up Diſcontent and Jealoufis 
againſt the Government, as if ſome Highflown Deſigns were intended 
this Parliament. They would at the beginning have inſinuated and 
made ſome Innocent Men fear that the Queen, who hath declared 
for the keeping Her * quiet, that She will maintain the 


Act for Tolerat ion, ſhould yet be willing to have it in effect Va- 


cated to all Perſons in Office, if they go not to Church altogether. 


And foraſmuch as we have ſeen nothing of this kind proceeding 
from Her Majeſty, but ſome Tokens in Her Speeches from the 
Throne to the contrary, it ſeems convenient for us (as I ſubmiſſively 
apprehend) to let the Nation know, that this Parliament have no 
ſuch Diſturbance in their Thoughts, but peaceable Reſolutions, and 
to that End to make the Motion, that whereas there areTwoStatures 
made in Charles the Second's Time, which require that every Man 
that enjoys any Office, Civil or Military, by Sea or Land, ſhall 
take the Sacrament according to the Uſage of the Church of Eng- 
land, whereby Her Majeſty is deprived of the Service of ſome of 
Her very uſetul Subjecks, and the Diſcipline! of out Church often 
violated by Notorious Unworthy Perſons; no Man from hence- 
forward, who declares himſelf Proteſtant, by taking the Oaths of 
Fidelity, and renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, thall be farther obliged 
to any Sacramental Teſt in regard to any Temporal Office what-. 


ſoever. | 
C I dg 


I do not ſpeak this to curry Favour (Sirs) with that ſhallow 
Tribe that cannot go to Church as the Queen and Her Parlia- 
ment does; Tam” not for any fuch peeviſn troubleſome Scrupu- 
Tofity, but 1 ſpeak it upon full "Conviction for the Publick Good, 

the Peace and Safety of the Nation, although I may be miſtaken, 
if you do not firſt conſider that the benefit of jt does Principally 
concern the Church ir ſelf, (the Church, of Englund) and next the 
Service of the Queen, and after both; the Peace of the Diſſentets. 
It is not for us that have War Abroad, te raiſe Diviſion at Home; 
It is not for us to pretend to feek the Peace of Europe, if we do 
not maintain Love in England, Scotland, and Ireland. If we let 
the Church (this beſt Church in the World) lye under ſuch Scan- 
dal, as to admit Perſons to the Sacrament for Secular Ends, even 
to obtain Licenſes to keep an le-houſe; if this Holy Ordinance 
may be ſo proſtitute, how ſhall we Fight for the Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Religion? Sg | | 

But I pray, Sirs, conſider, and let any that can, tell me how | 

the Receiving the Sacrament does tend to the qualifying any Man 
for undertaking a Civil or Military Office. A certain Fellow, be- 
ing ſent by a Lord (of no deep Intellectuals) to Prince Rupert, 
with a Letter of Commendation for his Service in the Place of an 10 
Under Groom, wich the Prince then wanted, the Prince's Secre- ſes 
. tary opened the Letter, and found a Commendation of the Man, th 
that he was a Conformable Man, one that had been always 
for the Church, and the Liturgy, and againſt Meetings, and more 
to chat purpoſe, as if therehy moſt fingulatly qualified. The Se- 
cretary, à very 2 4 *Perfon, a Knight I knew well, comes 
Hereupon to the Prince, and told him that here was a Fellow | 
ſent him by ſuch a Lord (if it ſhould pleaſe his Highneſs) to dreſs 
his Horſes according to the Liturgy ot the Church of England. 
The Prince could not but laugh: at the reading the Letter, and 
at ſuch à Certificate for ſuch an Employment. . 
And a little farther I pray yet, Why muſt this Qualification 
for any Civil or Military Office'be made, by Receiving the Sa- 
crament at Church in the beſt Manner, according to the Litur- 
gy of the Church of England? If it were done no better than 
at a Conventicle, it were too well to be ſo abuſed. In fine, Gen- 
tlemen, I would not have the Bleſſed Sacrament (though I am one 
ſcarce worthy —— of it) to be made a Qualification to any 
Service, but God's Betuice; or obtaining any Place, but one in the 
Kingdom of Heaven,” n. * 
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eie deem. enen 
r which is ſpoken. (Sirs) by this Gentleman is to tne. very,, 
Agteeable, and, I think, Reaſonable, and preventive: of much 
Evil; and I concurr with him to have a Motion fox bringing. in, 
ſuch a Bill as he hath! expreſſed, and 1 (hall, by your leave, offer 
ſomething more for Explication. There was à Statute made in 
8 Charles the Second's Time (as he hath intimated) to cauſe every 
Man that takes any Office, Civil or Military, to do Three Things. 
They muſt: take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, they 
k muſt renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and they muſt take the Sacra- 
. ment according to the [lſage of the Church, for the preventing: 
danger (according to the Title of the Act) that may ariſe from 
7 Popiſh\ Recuſams, Now, Gentlemen, if a Man muſt take the 
1 Oath of Supremacy, and renounce; Tranſubſtantiation, or elſe he 
* can have no Office; it is manifeſt that no Papiſt can have one 
. whether he were enjoined. to take the Sacrament} alſo, or not: And 
: & {ſo long as we all, who are Proteſtants (whether Church-men or Diſ- 
ſenters) are for the Continuance of theſe Parts of the Teſt, the taking 
the Oaths of Fidelity, and e eee wy all danger 
nis preyented that may ariſe from Popiſn Recuſants, though the 
e other Fart of the Tell, the taking the Sacrament, be ſpared- 1 
,.. ſay this, becauſe a great many lye under ſo much Prejudice, as that 
s they think, and are ready to ſay, that no Man can be for taking 
off the Sacramental Teſt but a Papiſt, or ſuch as are for bringing 
Miſtake and Falſhood,, as. is. mo 


sin of Popery ; which is a great 
4. | ap by. what. ig pn 4 be 
It way be ſaid, it is meet that Men that are in Office ſhould 

be of that Religion the State Maintaintʒ and I ſay true, it is meet, but 
n not neceſſary; it is enough they be of that Religion the State A 
a- Lor. It follows not, becauſe this or that is thus in ſome other States, 
it muſt be ſo in ours. We are to do that which may be Exem- 
in plary to them, (if our State be better than theirs). rather than make 
n- them Examples to us; this is meet. We are more ſure that thoſe 
Perſons ſhould: have an Office as are moſt; fit to Manage it; and 
whether they go to Church or to Meetings it ſis nothing to the pur -· 
poſe. But you may ſfay again, if the Sacramental Teſt be ta 
oft, we may be all Fanaticks: And I fay, ſo yon maꝝ if you will, 
1 though it continue. I, but e f then may the Fanaticks have 
7 11 ' . > 2 ; _ Offices 


„ Le 
Offices as well as we that go to Church. I Anſwer, They have: 
Offices many of them already, and if you let theſe have them, and 
enjoy them, why may Pn If you will take them away from 
thoſe that have them, I pray conſider it, the A of Toleration: 
allows the Diſſenter that hath once taken the Sacrament at Church 
to enjaf any Office he has; and ro make) a new Act to rake away- 
his Office if he goes to Meetings any more, is as certain a Violation 
of that Act, as to knock a Man on the Head is to break the Sixtn 
Commandment; and ſeeing the Queen hath declared She will 
| 3 that Ac, it will be but Manners, L think, for us to for- 


I᷑̃kbere is one Argument againſt the Teſt A& I find in Print, and 
if any can in Reaſon or Divinity make a true Anſwer that the 
Conſcience of him that fears God may reſt ſatisfied in it, I will be 
bis Convert, and if not, let him be mine. To do any thing where-- 
by occafion is given to Sin, and ruin his Soul, is properly Scandal, 
and that Scandal, according to Dr. Hammond in his Tract on that 
Subjekt, which is expreſly forbid in Scripture.” That Statute no 
., which makes the Sacrament a Qualification in Law for an Office, 
does give occaſion for Profane Perſons (whether Diſſenter or Con- 
-- formitt) to come and Receive the Sacrament to this End, only for- 
his Office, who never elſe would come at all; and fo they. certainly 
Sim, and by eating and drinking Damnation, do ruin their Souls. 
This Statute therefore (or Statutes)- which requires, or makes ſuch- 
2 Qualification to Offices, oupht ts! be Repealed as to this Part, 
or rectiſied according to the Motion of this Gentleman. Scanda- 
lum eſt dictum vel factam minus rectum, præbent alteri accaſſonem 
KHK. Feen Wer: | 1 18 5 
I ſpeak not this (Sirs) to ſhew.you I have Latin, tai that 
I underſtand Senſe, and have a Conſcience, and therefore agree for: 
raking off the Sacramental Teſt. You cannot forget ſurely the 
Heat which was in the Houſe out of | Zeal for the Ghurc, . againſt” 
the Diſſenters being truſted with Offices in the State; and no con- 
ering Man can look to the bottom but he mult ſee that no- 
thing can be done to a perfect Allay, or-extinguiſhing. that Con- 
tention. till wWe come either to a Parting on one fide with the 
Ac of Toleration, or on the other with the Sacramental Teſt. 
As fer the one the Queen is engaged, and that / cannot be done: 
As for the other 1 have ſhewn:how it may be done; without letting 
in the Papiſt, and without hurt to the Church. This therefore 
we muſt come to, and the ſooner the better. The Sacramental, 
Teſt, mult'be taken off, 2 - wherher really it be ny 


* ' 
- 


— * 


* 
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| [21] | 
that Diſſenters ſhould be permitted to have Offices, or not, it is- 
another ein et er MLT ct. 0 
A Poiat, let me ſay; that is not to be decided. by Prejudice. It is not 
an Exclamation therefore againſt. Diſſenters that they are Deſtroyets 
of the Church without any Proof of it; it is not a Cry, the 
Church of England, the Church of England, let it be never ſo 
loud, and of never ſo many, that ought to determine this Matter; 
bat a cool debate Examining the Point, and a New Bill, if there 
be need, with a New Title: For unleſs theſe Two Things, the pre- 
venting the taking the Sacrament only for an Office (whieh is Oc. 
caſional Conformity, and made the appearance) and the Excluding - 
Diſſenters from Offices (which had the Intention) be diſtinguiſhed, . 
and then be ſpoken to apart, there can be no unconfuſed Conſul- - 
tation or Determination of the Marter. Aud when the Town-Clerk.. 
bad appeaſed the People, be ſaid, Ie Men of Epheſus, what Man 
A. there knoweth not how.the City of the Epheſians 1s @ 38 2 
of the Great Goddeſs. Diana? Sreing then this cannat be ſpoken » 
qgainſi, oo ought to be quiet, and do nothing raſbly. For you hau 
brought bither theſe Man, tobiah are neither Rabbers 1 7 — Churches, 
nor Blaſpbemers af your Goddeſs; toherefore i trins and 
the Craftſmen which are with him have a Matter againſt am Man, 
- #he Law is open: But if you enquire any thing, concerning other; 
Matters, it foal be. determined ina lawful Aſſembly. . | 
$3.44 ad S931 7; 1 N ö 5 f 
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T 7 Hen this Gentleman ſpeaks of a New Bill, L apprehend he- 
MY means that a Bill ſnould Paſs for taking off the Sacramen--.. © 
tal Teſt, add then the Matter ſhould be debated | whether ig be. 
E Republica (for the Publick good) that Diſſanters may have 


Offices, or no. I approve of this but leſt 1 appear Superficial. 


when I ask An /it.E Republica? My meaning is not as to the State 
it ſelf, but Church and State. As for the State, there is inderd 1 

think, and can be, no damage; for no Petſons whoſe Conſciences 
ate. againſt Occaſional Conformity, and yet ate Men of Capaci y. 
and Merit, can be willing to be made Gihevnites to: ſerve one 
Common Soldiers or Seamen, without hopes of being prefer d to 5; 
Offices; ſo that there is à kind of necelfity of State to take oſt that 
Telt for uſing their: Service, unleſs any can think that e. Queen. 

17 of pe 42 ma; | 
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Employment \ubleſs theſe that canine to be in (Communion toith 


and She is ſo much for the Church, as not like to put any | 
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[22] nt 
emies, and be ſerved better by ieſe an by. 
more Strength, and by 7e/s than more fir and worrby Men. It is not 
therefore in regard of the State, but the Church mainly; the Que- 


ſtion is to be put, Whether it be for the Publick Good to have 


Diſſenters put into Offices; or not? And this Queſtion indeed can- 
not be ſo proper for our Houſe as the Lords. Let the Biſhops, 
when they pleaſe, debate the Caſe, Whether they ſhall ſerve 

Epiſcopacy by keeping theſe in Offices whoſe Judgments are 


againſt it? There is one of them, and the moſt Eminent that ſpake 


againſt the Occaſional Bill, who in a Speech of his, printed and 
came out ſince the Houſes: were up, hath theſe Words. When in 
a proper; Time 4 Bill ſhall be brought in, di ſabimę all to hold any | 


ih Chureh of England, I hall heurtily concur, in it. But the 
Queſtion 1 


is, Whether at any time the ſecuring Epiſcopacy by ſuch 
a Bill be for the Publick Good? And that muſt be ſo much for 
it as to make Private Wrong, Perſecution, and the Violation of 


the Toleration AQ; to become. no Exil, for elſe the Biſhop well 
knows that 20 Ei mut 


be done that good may come thereof." 
It bis Queſtian: rather, whether it would not be ſor the Bi- 


ſhops hurt, ſeeing, if ſuch a Bill be ever brought in by them, 


it muſt needs raiſe ſuimoſity, Heart - burning, and conſequently - 


ſome working againſt them, when all now, even the Diſſenters 


themſelves, are content and pleaſed with them. But ſup- 
poling it were for the Biſhops Good, it is not their Good 
ut as | conducive to the; Paublick, is to be | ſought, and 
the Debate muſt be for the Good of the Nation, 70 wir, 
the prevailing Good of the Queen, and Her „ l 
Now foraſmüch as all Offices are at Her Diſpoſe, 


Offices of Truſt but into the Hands of Church- unleſs there 


be Reaſon” ſuffieient for it: And foraſmuch as if there be, it 
is an Abridgment of Her Liberty, if not Her Preragutive, to 


conſine Her Choice to any Party: And foraſmuch as the Im- 


loying the moſt Conſciencious, and the moſt Fit and Able 


95 — All Offices is moſt undoubtedly that which is for the Common 


God whatſdever is not; I cannot but be convinced that ſuch 
2 Bill ought! to have Mature Confultation; and have time given 


it. It is the Occafionał Bill already paſt I am thinking ſtill on, 
- which we carry'd with ſo much warmth in our Houſe but 
| 8 to the Lords, it was caſt out by Wan, 
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This will not go eafly. off my Stomach; wien I had thought 
we had done them a Pleaſure: Bur ſeeing theſe gs would 
not join with us to make the Diſſenters come to Church, 1 
am willing to be even with them, and join with you to let all 
that will to go to Meetings. You know me to be one for 
the Church, and I am for Church men only to be in Offices; 
yer having heard what theſe Gentlemen ſay, I am concerned 
really that any ſhould rationally think the Church of 
England cannot be upheld but by the Means of that which in. 
duces (and fo through our conſequential Allowance of) a. Pro- 
fanation of the Holy Sacrament. For my part I abhor an 
ſuch Allowance, and upon a Belief oppoſite thereunto, and At 
furance to uphold our Church without it, I give you my Vote 
For” both theſe things, to have Diſſentets put out of Office, and 
to have a Bill brought in by it ſelf for removing this Scandal 
from the Church, as alſo for promoting the Queen's Service, 
and Peace in the State, by taking off the Sacramenntal Teſt. 
There has been a great deal of Stir made here of late about 
Occaſional Conformity, I am willing by ſuch an Ac to have 
1 a Goblin laid, which ſuch an: Act will indeed moſt effectual 
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Gentlemen; | | 8 3 1 28 oo 1 
HE Laws of England ate not like thoſe of the Medes and 
1 Perſians, that cannot be Reverſed, but are changeable, and. 
ſo to be Enforced or Relaxed according to Seaſons and Occa- 
ſions. When the Biſhops were put down under Charles the 
Firſt, though not by him, no wonder that under Charles the 
Second there were Acts made againft Diſſenters for upholding 
Epiſcopacy, and among them the Corporation and Teſt Acts : 
But when the Biſhops themſelyes faw the Deſign of Kipg 
nl for bringing in of Popery, they faw Reaſon to favour the 

onconformilts, and. Paſſed the Act tor Toleration under King 
William, . whereby the Governtnent hath fat caſie ever fince ; 
and to go about to renew thoſe AQs, as we were doing in the 
late Occational Bill, without the Cauſe of them, is neither agteg- 
able to- good Policy, or Religion. e 


l 


C24 ] ; 
There ate ſome, indeed that talk in their Writings as If 
_ all Men that go to Meetings were in a Plot, or Defign, or Si- 
lent Confederation for the exterminating Epiſcopacy and Monar- 
chy, and tell Stones accordingly of things paſt. They ſay the 
Letting in Diſſenters into any Office does give them. Acceſs to the 
Legiſlature, and thereby opportunity to ſubvert the Government 


of the Church,” if not of the State alſo: Bur ſuch Papers are 


Raving Papers, that are qucrulous and quarrelſome out of all 
Reaſon, ſceing every Body knows there is no ſuch thing afoor, 
no Plot in the leaſt, no Defign in the Dillenters Meetings, 
bot their Conſciences only, and Peace followed, through the 
whole Nation. Whereas under the pretence of ſupporting the 
Church, theſe Men are contriving an overthrow in good car- 


neſs of gur Goyernment and Free State. For the Conſtitution , 


of gur Kingdom, we know, does lye in a Liberty of all Free- 


holders to-chuſe their Repreſentatives in Parliament, to be Go- 


vern'd only by ſuch Laws as themſelves make, that is, @uas 
 wulens elegerit , and theſe Men are for putting Freeholders out of 
Capacity, not only of coming into the Legi/lature, as they 
ſpeak, and not only of being choſen Parliament-Men, but of 
the Choice of their Members into Parliament. A Violation of 
our Fundamental Engliſh Liberty, which we of the Houſe of Com- 
mons muſt not- endure. 1 2 
As for the mention made of another Bill, that is, the making 


Two of the Occaſional One, I think it neceſſary, as this Gentle- | 


man ſays, to a clear and unconfuſed Conſult about it. For as to 
the Sacrament we are all againſt the Profanation of it, and 


tor the prevention thereof we may eaſily agree: But as for 
the Excluſion, or not Excluſion, of Diſſenters from Offices, we 


are not like to be ſo ſoon of one Mind. Look you, Sirs, if it 
be really E Republica ſo to do, there is a Principle in Politicks 
might juſtifie ſuch an Excluſion, to wit, the Super- eminent 
Dominion in the Supreme Authority of a Nation for the Pub- 
lick Safety, that muſt take Place of the Dominion, Property, or 


Right of Private Men: But otherwiſe there is none. And yet | 


I remember not that this Ground for Excluding the Diſſenters 

was laid b 8 thoſe that ſpake in our Houſe for the Oc- 

caſional Bill. Wh 

was their Ground? It was this altogether, there is a Religion of 

State (they ſay) and none ſhould have Offices but ſuch as are 

of that Religion. I ask hereupon, who are, and are not, * the 
-4 | rate 


ere I pray are our Politicks? And what then 
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State Religion > They that go always to Church (they muſt ſay 
are, and they that go any time to Meetings ate not of it, 
and therefore ſhould be excluded, though nothing elſe be, or 
can be, urged for it why they ſhould but this: then their 
Argument, if you mark it, why they ſhould, comes ta this only, 
They thould, becauſe they ſhould. They lay down Axioms 
their own . 125 for the Propaſſtion, and their Aſſumption 
then is, and can goed — 1. their own Saying. And 
where is our Logick? There is nei good Politicks nor Logick, 
that I can - ſee, for this Occa/iona! Bill. But let me ask 
again, what indeed and truly is our Religion of State? And 
I fay, that Religion which the State allows, and that is the 
Religion which the Law allows: Now when the Meetings are 
allowed” by Eſtabliſhed Law, thoſe Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 
that according to the Law and Religion of the Land do go 
to Meetings, are really of the National Church, and Religion 
of State, all one with thoſe that go to the - Pariſh Congrega- 

5 n 2 „„ r 2 * | 


tions. : M4 eben 1 jth 
This Gentleman yet that ſpake laſt, ſeems, to me, to be 
angry at the Biſhops being againſt the Bill, which bing 
was ſo Zealous for: But for my part, if I may take leave to 
be angry with them it is for this; that no one of them (as 
I hear) ſpake for or againſt the Bill, ſo as to defire that t 7 
Title of it might be made good; that it ſhould be ſuch, 1 
mean, as that the Prevention of taking the Sactament only 
for an Office, accord ing to the Title, might be made good. 1 
am offended, as this Gentleman is, that a Bill for preventing 
Occaſional Conformity was dropt, and not fulfill d; that is, that 
the Sin (I ſay) of Receiving the Sacrament only for an . 
is not prevented, as it ought: to be, and can be as to all Per- 
ſons, (Conformiſt as well as Nonconformiſt) no otherwiſe, hut 
by our joining, as this Gentleman alſo does, in a Bill for 
taking off the Sacramental Teſt. I muſt confeſs I have been 
often times offended alſo, that when we have ſo many Mode- 
rate Biſhops, and ſuch good Men, and we ſee their Strength; 
there is not yet one of them (the Convention Parliament being 
over) have moved for Uniting the Proteſtants, to the ſtrengthen- 
ing the Church againſt Rowe, It is to be Noted, that though 
when James was on che Throne, and | Sazeroft Archbiſhop, they 
could all fay, Let uc come to a Temper; yet when wg 
ow 


and the” good Mary Reigned, and 25e was Archbiſho 


Meſs, were * Wan 


| there- is fo Law (Gentlemen) there is no Tragſgreſian, and 


1 [26] 
made Billiops like Mm, they have fill been ſayi 
ay longer, au tate 4 better mne. wn nm, 
muſt Jools lay, to ſee that when there 25 ſo . goog F 5 
cepts in che Apoſtle = Scripture, exciti 1 
li Ce re, Union, they: have paſſed ovet G 
nity 0 en {6inething wü ht — been done z as if this one 
Rule ly, to dy 70 0 ler having done their aun Buſe- 
to be intent upon, I am ſorry. 
for it, and that any — ſhould diſlike the Diſſenters 
comin ng, to L Church when they have occaſion for it. I think it 
th = Fa not 1 come at "0 be: yor duager, it oftener, 


1 185 


11213 4 8 
. by ſotne, That 2'Man: -muſt. auen on 
not E .d 0 both; If he ſins not in coming to 
Church on n he finned before, that he came not. 94 


can come, he and muſt always, and never 
ings. -He muſt die rather chan-fin, and omit his Buy. Thck Theſe 


8 den Violent Words, Raſh Words, and to be reproyed.. 
e Know ted the Temple, yet held; Sek, Meet - 
1 Houses Ships, in Moimrains) and o did bis, Di- 
15 after his Death. Nay; there was Two Churches then, 
t oN 3 the Jem, and that of the Gentile: Let Peter 
poltle of the My cat with the | Gentiles at Ax. 
14 200 Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gentz/es, Conform'd to the 
75 at Feruſalem ; thar was bs 50h Occaſion in both, Was 
they bound to do ſo always? Or did they ſo? To, go to 
Church or to Meetings, where the ſame Ptateſtant /DoQtrine. is 
Preached, and Sacraments alike Adminiſtred, is a thing in- 
diflerent, and to be done hie & nunc, as is moſt meet, ac- 
cording to Opportunity, and as it moſt tends ro, Edification, It 
is left 1 by the Law of God; and God be thanked 
now, 1 bb by the Law alſo of the Land. Neither God's 
Law, nor Man's, does abſolutely command either; but as every 


Chriſtian. is to chuſe to do that which is maſt conducive to 
his Salvation, the Law does ſuffer it, and this ] believe to be 


moſt Chriſtian, and beſt for the Law ſo to do, Now where 


this is to ſpeak plain: But it is ſaid farther, Here is Sepa- 


ration, here is Schiſm. Oh that Theological Scare-Crow, ds 


Mr. Hales of — 2 calls it; theſe Scare-Crow Words, Sch um ! 


Separation! Alas, what ails us, ſo long as chere is no goin 
0 


call'd a Goblin, to 


But fi i, by taking "off f the . n orient 


ww 
* . 


[22] 


from the ſame Word and Sacraments * Where there is 2 


Conſenſio & Fraterna Charitas, there is really no Schiſm. In 
the Primitive Times, when all Chriſtians in a great City might 
come together in one Ro, or one Place, and ſo to. have 
E ons Altar, and one. Biſhop, (that is, one Paſtor and Com- 
munion. Tl ) for a part of them then to go make any Se- 
(pom: when it was ſo dangerous, in regard to Inquifition and 
yrdom, it was a heinous Crime. accounted z/ but when a 
whole City, and a whole Country now are Chriſtians, and there 


are ſo many Paſtors, Congregations and Communions (and = 


ther at Church or * Meetings, indifferent as to _— 
intment) to ſpeak Separation, as ſetting v | 
Alcar, as they did then, is to ſpeak *. . Nong Ei 
fright honeſt” People from Meetings w 
Bear hath been led ſo often about the Sree as the ver Wo 
men and Children are no longer afraid of it. NE 
fo far from — Occaſional — which this _ 
ſuch ſtrange or frightful thing, "that 
75 5 e bringing in ſuch a Bill forementioned, 4 
d ling to are that-the Tide .of it my h> this, 
to — 2 Occaſional Conformity, and to * 0 RAY 
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Inee theſe Sheets wete writ there is a Book come out; 
Entituled, 4 Moral Teſt the Manifeſt Intent in Law of 
> the Sacramenta! Teft, and a due Enforcement' "thereof 
Evenced the Honour, the Safety, and incomparable Happinefc , 
England. I thank the worthy Gentleman for this Turn he hath 
given the Sacramental Teſt, which is ſuch à one as I thought 
none (none favouring the Diſſenters] could, or would, have 
done. By the Title of the Book, and by the Book it ſelf, 
the Author ſeems to be for the Teſt, and I in "thoſe Sheets 
laſt Lear Moderation Purſued, and in theſe writ now upon the 
the ſame Deſign, and ſold by the ſame Man, do appear openly againſt 
it. The Enjoining the Sacrament as à Qualification for a Tem- 
poral Office (which the Teſt Act does) he makes a good thing, 
a thing tending the good of thoſe that have Offices; that is, 
to the good of their Souls, and conſequently to the Publick 
Good, and therefore to be continued and improved. to the Na- 
tions Reformation: But the more (I muſt uſe the old Comple- 
ment) is this Gentleman”s Goodneſs than the Fefts Deſert, for 
on the contrary, I do look on that Injunction as manifeſtly Evil, 
in giving occafion to Men of raking the Sacrament only for an 
Office, Which is to fin, and profane it, and therefore I would 
rather have it Repealed. Nevertheleſs, though we thus diſa- 
gree in our Politions, we agree well enough in our Deſign, 
and ſhall, I hope, in the Event; ſeeing when he makes the 
Intent of the Law to be for enforcing Men to be the more 
Religious, and for excluding all ſuch as are not fit for coming 
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us diſagree, andy . _ 


wing God in their Oltice, and ufing it moſf to his Glo- 


bor it: But if chere be Ja. 3 7 (at lealt ordinariy ) 
by thoſe that have Offices, onhy the Law. requiring ſt, thexß 
ke the Sactament (as I have faid) for the Off ouly, eich 
being to another End than that for which it was Talicyied, I * 
2 Profanation-of it, then is this; Law conducive to, thoſe of. 4 


This Gentleman, in reading ock ttt been 10 9 
Sagacious to obſerve that before the Reformation we had no 
Laws made to tepteſs Immorality and Vice, becauſethe Church af- 

{ſumed the Reproof and Correction thereof to herſelf, and brought the + © 
Oſtenders into her Courts; But fince, by many Statutes made nowy _ 
the State hath taken the Power of Puniſhing it, and put it into the © 
Hands of the Civil Magistrate, he labours to have Pious Men only 4 
in Office that will look to the. Execution; Which is, I muſt 
confeſs, a ſingular honeſt E I Iſee the Teſt, a more 
untoward thing than de woult have it, to ſerve his turn ot | | 
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this Teſt Act. A La now is the 
Will of the Lawgiver, und the Lawgiver's Adcaritighs nis Wm. 
Parliament which made that Law * 


ill and Intent in making it? It is 
their Intent was to Exclude Papiſts 
renma- 
antiatian, was enough to Exclude 
the Receivipg the Sacrament aG- * 
e Oburch of Exgland appears to 


iſſenters-: And the Queſtion then ot 
Intent? And that muſt be 


in Diſfenters 1 hurefol; -. 


5 to the tate or Coke: gs One Los 5 8 


he Parliament at t time, _ 


from Offices, we mut diſtinguiſh 


that might intend the Excluding 


none of them could Receive the A 
ſome intending to Exclude: ſuch only 
A 1 Tara! "Separatiſtr, and who therefore worded the 4 by 
tif can” but in Conſcience come once to the Sacra! 
5 al receive it at Church, it is ſufficient: Now” the ws 
tent of the Major Fart being 
tteir Words, it appears at by this very Ac, and Intent it. 


to be underſtood accordi 


taking and holding an Offices s 


That howſoever different 
appear to others. in our Papers, 1 


28 do actount that we our ſelves are in Heart and Defign.at 


"8 Agreement, as to the End of both our - Writings,” which is 
chat har is good in the Teſt VE; thay which FL, bell 
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